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	Date
	2005
	10
	09
	Deadline
	2005
	11
	09


	CONTACT


	Organisation
	Beacon Tech Ltd.
	Department
	     

	Contact person
	Mr. Yoram Lev-Yehudi
	Male/female
	Male

	Address
	23, Jacob Meridor st. 
	Email
	yly@beacontech.co.il

	Postcode
	69411
	Fax
	+972-3-6290599

	City
	Tel-Aviv
	Telephone
	+972-3-6481698

	Country
	Israel
	Website
	www.beacontech.co.il


Are you familiar with the European Framework Programme? 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 YES
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 NO


PROJECT
	Title Speeding collaborations in the Life Science and Health domain of the European

Research Area and beyond
	     
	
	Acronym SpidERA for LIFE


	Project type
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Integrated Project
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Network of Excellence
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 STREP
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Other: SSA

	Status 
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 planned for submission
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 running EU project

	Call references 


	FP6-2005-LIFESCIHEALTH-6
	 FORMDROPDOWN 




	Priorities’ Main Research Areas


	 FORMDROPDOWN 



	Workprogramme Topic (according to each priority workprogramme)
	LSH-2005-3-1: Promoting collaboration between SMEs and academia: Innovative activities aiming at stimulating and strengthening collaboration between SMEs and researchers in specific areas supported by the Theme will also be considered for support

	
	

	Project description 
	In order to accelerate technology transfer and encourage collaborations between Small-Medium Enterprises (SMEs) and Academia, it is essential to have effective and extensive networking between these parties. 
Today, the EC is mainly offering physical networking (info-days and conferences). NCPs and IRCs are also contributing to this effort by physical networking activities (direct meetings and workshops). ETI projects are also facilitating physical networking. The problem is that SMEs often do not have enough resources (both time and money) to perform networking to the desired extent. Academia members attend different conferences and share different agendas than commercial SMEs.
It is logical to assume that broader networking will yield in accelerating the transfer of new technologies from Academia to the SMEs. Therefore SpidERA for LIFE aims at ‘bringing together’ SMEs and Academia in a unique way. SpidERA for LIFE will introduces a new concept of trusted online networking that supports the location, fast connection and effective discussion between distant parties. The strongest effect of the proposed solution comes to front when the parties are living in different regions/countries, with different time zones, speaking different languages and representing different cultures.
In addition to physical networking, and without contradicting eliminating the need for it, in our project we propose to enable professional virtual networking, without the need to physically travel. It can be done from within any office/home computer that has access to Internet, and with simple-to-use and friendly software tools. 
Our goal and assumption is that we can facilitate the total networking activities in order of magnitude. We then conclude that, as a direct result, we will achieve also a dramatic increase in new collaborations. Larger number of collaborations should lead to accelerating technology transfer. The challenge that we see is to bring together, in the same context, parties from Academia and SMEs. We are aiming at the pan-European level however we expect to host parties from all over the globe as the Internet has no geographical barriers.
SpidERA for LIFE will function as a social network of people who know other people, exactly as it is in real life. The implementation of SpidERA for LIFE will rely on existing technologies and software practiced by its consortium partners, most of it is based on Open Source.
SpidERA for LIFE target is to be visible to a large number of LSH players in Europe, and to turn to be a preferred choice for creating new collaborations and technology-transfer starts. An important goal and measurement of SpidERA for LIFE will be the number of people from LSH domain that it succeeds to recruit as members of the network. SpidERA for LIFE consortium members have track record in the pan-European level arena. Therefore they have the power and span to achieve the project’s goals. In addition, SpidERA for LIFE will form an Advisory Board that will provide feedback on the project and its results. SpidERA for LIFE will take the necessary measurements to assure that it operates a live and active network, for the benefit of its users.

	Keywords
	Networking, Academia, SME

	Partners already involved
	Atos Origin (Spain), Fraunhofer (Germany), APRE (Italy), Ecademy (UK), Quintelligence (Slovenia), Interface Europe (Brussels) and Beacon Tech (Israel).


	Project budget (for the running projects)
	     
	Budget reserved for SMEs 
	     


	Profile of SME sought


	Role
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 technology development
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 research
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 training

	 
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 dissemination
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 demonstration
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 other:      

	Country /region
	Any

	Start of partnership
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 start-up phase
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 mid-term
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 end-phase

	Expertise required 
	Partners with track record and expertise in the Life-Science-and-Health domain to serve as ‘multiplicators’ of the network, based in different Member state in greater Europe and with strong links to INCO target countries.
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