The INSECT FARM Scientific Center from Bucharest – Romania, has taken into consideration the activity of research in the frame of the programme Policy-oriented research Scientific Support to Policies - SSP– 5B – INFLUENZA and would like to participate as a partner in theme 1.4: Sustainable Management of Europe’s natural resources, from the above mentioned programme, task 3 Ecology and Pathogenesis of avian influenza infections (STREP) and Task 6 Reinforcement of the Community and national reference laboratories network for avian influenza

The contact person: Mircea Ciuhrii, Prof. Doctor Habitat, manager  

e-mail address : ciuhrii@insectfarm.com

Telephone: 0040 21 210.34.13; 

Fax:  0040 21 210.06.06

Address: 100 Toamnei Street, postal code 020715

The Institute Manager has been studying for 25 years the problems concerning the structure and the ultra structure of viruses  (reoviridae), which belong to the same class with the avian influenza virus. He has also been Program Manager in the frame of a series of internal and international programmes. From the carried out studies and the published workings we can mention: 

· An atlas of the ultra structure of viruses of lepidopteron pests of plant;

·  Biology of the baculoviruses and viruses of the cithoplasmatic polyhedrosis.

The Pathogenesis of the viral infections may be studied by analysing the cases discovered in the course of the last year in Romania. With this aim in view, the tissues of the infected birds can be established and studied by using the method of electronic microscopy. This study can help us to identify the virus presence in certain cells, to research the virus structure in the main infected tissues (lungs, liver, intestines, skin) the evolution of infection degree in time, the virus structure and morphogenesis. 

Thus, new data on avian influenza virus will be obtained, which will contribute to the elaboration of new schemes for virus multiplication control. We have now certain inhibitory substances extracted from insects, which can stop the viral protein and nucleic acids synthesis. These substances will be efficient in the case of avian influenza virus multiplication.

