Are you interested in forming a project under the EU Sixth Framework Programme: LSH-2005-2.3.0.11?

Please read this “Request for interest” in conjunction with our “Partner Search Form”.

Background:

Biotec has developed a method of detecting active TB within 2 days. At present this technique requires the use of a laboratory.  We believe that it is feasible to create a portable diagnostic environment that could take the point of diagnosis to remote locations utilising the reagents and process proven to work in a laboratory.

We are looking for partners in the EU to work with us on this topic and to create a proposition under the current FP6 call.

We recognise that time is very short if we are to be successful in meeting the FP6 timescales – i.e. submission by 9th November.

Key milestones:

	Milestone
	By

	Identify at least 2 partners
	30th September

	Identify scope of research required, outline costings
	7th October

	Outline Work-packages and budgets
	14th October

	1st draft or proposal
	21st October

	2nd draft and firm costings / budgets
	28th October


More about us:

· Overview
Biotec is a medical diagnostics company specialising in the development, manufacturing, sale and marketing of clinical diagnostic products that are designed for use in the developing world. Biotec has a particular strength in certain innovative products addressing one of the world's most significant infectious diseases, Tuberculosis ("TB").
Biotec has two main product lines:
· standard clinical diagnostic products ( "SCDP"); and

· innovative and proprietary diagnostic tests for detection of TB and TB drug resistance, marketed
under the FASTPIaque TB brand ("FASTPIaque TB Range").
· Diagnostic Testing in Developing Countries

The Directors believe that social and economic factors in many developing nations limit significantly their ability to use sophisticated or automated diagnostic technologies that are increasingly used in the developed nations. With few trained staff, easy to use, fast and robust, low-tech solutions, such as those developed, and being developed, by Biotec, are required to meet the need to identify, diagnose and limit the further spread of the multitude of infectious diseases that are rampant in developing countries. Blood grouping, STD's and other diagnostic tests are in increasing demand providing they can be used by staff with limited training and provide rapid on the spot results.
· TB Testing
TB was declared a global emergency by the World Health Organisation ("WHO") in 1993. The WHO estimates that someone in the world is infected with TB every second and estimates that in 2003 approximately 1.7 million people died of TB. TB is a leading cause of death for people who are HIV-positive, accounting for 13% of AIDS deaths world-wide.
· Drug-resistant TB

Since the introduction of anti-TB drugs, drug resistant strains of TB have emerged as a significant barrier to effective treatment and prevention. A particularly dangerous form of drug-resistant TB is multi-drug-resistant TB ("MDR-TB") which studies show is resistant to izoniazid and rifampicin, the two most powerful anti-TB drugs currently available. Identifying patients with MDR-TB permits appropriate management of these patients, including use of alternative therapeutic regimes, improved patient prognosis and reduced transmission risk.
· Effective TB Control

Effective TB control depends on the ability to rapidly and accurately detect TB infection and to identify cases of MDR-TB. Current test methodologies are either inaccurate, complex and/or slow requiring up to six weeks to yield a positive or negative result. Effective control requires a methodology with which the incidence of false positives and/or negatives is minimised. It is generally considered that this can only be achieved satisfactorily by utilising tests which have sensitivity in the 90%+ range.
· Intellectual Property

Two key patent families cover the Phage Amplification Technology used at the core of the FASTPtaque TB Range. Biotec owns one of these two core patent families covering Phage Amplification Technology (Ref SHP 3370). The other patent family (SHP 3483) is owned and administered by The Foundation for Innovative New Diagnostics (FIND), but is licensed exclusively to Biotec.
The Company has exclusive world-wide rights to exploit the technology covered in this patent family
· Phage Amplification Technology

Phage Amplification technology utilises certain proprietary techniques in order to radically accelerate the development of bacteria allowing the testing cycle to be completed in a much shorter period of time than achievable using conventional techniques. The Company's patented, and licensed, Phage Amplification technology offers an innovative method lor the rapid and specific detection of viable bacteria. Using such Phage Amplification Technology has significant benefits:
· TB testing can be reduced to 48 hours from the time of processing, compared with the several weeks
when using conventional tests generally affordable to developing nations;

· drug resistant TB testing can be reduced to 48 hours from the receipt of a positive TB culture sample,
compared with several weeks when using conventional tests (the new FASTPIaque-Response will
reduce testing from 11-12 weeks to 2 days).
Further, Professor Stephen Denyer, one of the principal pioneers of Phage Amplification Technology, continues to provide expert advice and assistance to the Company. 
If you are interested in creating such a project with us  please contact Ian Christopher without delay.……
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