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S5 1. Background

UNDATION

« EC/ESF/EUROHORCS RI Portal (2006) 30% of Rls of pan-
European relevance (www.riportal.eu)

« EUROHORCS/ ESF Road Map (2009) 10 Actions to strengthen
ERA among which Action N 8 aims ‘to develop shared funding
and exploitation of Research Infrastructure’ mandated to DFG

« Member Organisation Forum on Research Infrastructures
(launched 11-12 January 2010); chaired by Dr. Johannes Janssen

(DFG); consists of 4 Working Groups:
WG1: Access and Standards; WG2: Funding and Evaluation; WG3: Mobility
and Networks;WG4: Mapping = MERIL Project

*‘Europe 2020 Flagship Initiative Innovation Union’

communication of the European Commission (2010) endorses
the Research Infrastructure as corner-stone of ERA

*The MERIL project is supported by the European Commission under Framework Programme 7 - Contract # 262159.
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The MERIL project
Mapping of the European Research Infrastructure Landscape

- two year project,

- starting from 1 October 2010

- supported by the European Commission FP 7
Contract # 262159

- coordinated by the European Science Foundation

- aims to achieve a comprehensive inventory of research
Infrastructures of European relevance and to make the
iInformation publicly available through an interactive online
portal.

*The MERIL project is supported by the European Commission under Framework Programme 7 - Contract # 262159.
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A European Research Infrastructure is an facility or (virtual)
platform that provides the scientific community with resources
and services to conduct top-level research in their respective
fields. These research infrastructures can be single-sited or
distributed or an e-infrastructure, and can be part of a national or
International network of facilities, or of interconnected scientific
Instrument networks.

The infrastructure should:

« offer top quality scientific and technological performance, that
should be recognised as being of European relevance

« offer access to scientific users from Europe and beyond through
a transparent selection process on the basis of excellence

* have stable and effective management

*The MERIL project is supported by the European Commission under Framework Programme 7 - Contract # 262159.
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Inventory of research infrastructures?
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MERIL will be a unique source of information about all the principal research
infrastructures throughout Europe and as such would:

» Help the scientific community to identify and gain access to a wide range
of resources, services and facilities.

 Allow policy makers to assess the state of research infrastructures
throughout Europe to pinpoint gaps and possible duplications and make
decisions about where best to direct funding.

 Encourage cross-border and cross-sector collaboration and more
efficient use of resources within the European research community.

 Promote individual research infrastructures by raising their profile and
fostering a greater sense of partnership across Europe.

» Contribute with this state-of-the-art analysis to the planning for future
needs in cooperation with the European Strategy Forum on Research
Infrastructures(ESFRI).

*The MERIL project is supported by the European Commission under Framework Programme 7 - Contract # 262159.
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MERIL Governance consists of a Steering Committee of:

Chairs or delegated Representatives of ESF Scientific Committees and Expert
Boards

and representatives of

EUROHORC:s,

European Commission,

European Strategy Forum on Research Infrastructures (ESFRI),
European Association of National Research Facilities (ERF),
Research Infrastructure Programme Committee

Member Organisation Forum on Research Infrastructures
Ministries.

At the operational level, experts who are individual scientists representing the ESF
Scientific Committees are constitutive of the MERIL Science Advisory Board.

*The MERIL project is supported by the European Commission under Framework Programme 7 - Contract # 262159.
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%E%%%“” 3. Work Packages and timeline
Work Packages 2, 3 &

Task Name 10 Half 1, 2011 Half 2, 2011 Half 1, 2012 Half 2, 2012
s[oln[o[sTr[mMIalMIs]sTAlsToIN]D[ s rImM[AIM]s[sTATsTo N]

meril

WP1 - Project Management
P D2.1 WP report M3 (to be approved)

WP2 - Mapping Upgrade * __________ *x
D3.1 WP report M4 (to be approved)

WP3 - Mapping Update % D3.2 List of key facilities M9

D3.3 Report comprising 30%RIs M15
WP4 - QA of the data = o emee 2 D3.4 Report comprising 80%RIs M20
N D4.1 WP report M6 (to be approved)

WP5 - QA of the database P———
WP6 - New Book of Specifications ———
WP7 - Database Redesign and Reconstruction
1 2 3

WPS8 - Data Transfer

wpg - |mpact and dissemination *

‘ Meetings held

W,  Meetings to be scheduled

*The MERIL project is supported by the European Commission under Framework Programme 7 - Contract # 262159.
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Work Packages 5,6,7,8& 9
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Task Name 10 Half 1, 2011 Half 2, 2011 Half 1, 2012 Half 2, 2012
s[oln[o[sTr[mMIalMIs]sTAlsToIN]D[ s rImM[AIM]s[sTATsTo N]

meril
WP1 - Project Management
D5.1 Critical analysis of the RI portal M3 (to be approved)

WP2 - Mapping Upgrade D5.2 Summary of Reports of WPs 2,3, and 4 M7 (approved
SC 050511)
WP3 - Mapping Update D5.3 Standard Operating Procedures M7 (approved SC
050511)
WP4 - QA of the data
D6.1 Call for tender PoC and BoS M9 (approved
WP5 - QA of the database P—— SC 050511)
D6.2 New BoS M11 7.1 Call for tender Full

WP6 - New Book of Specifications p——y / implementation M14

7.2 Redesigned and
reconstructed database M20

WP7 - Database Redesign and Reconstruction

D8.1 Data Transfer
(Phase 1) M24

WPS8 - Data Transfer

WP - Impact and dissemination

D9.1 Common Standards of RIs M8 (to be commented)
D9.2 Science Policy Briefing M11 (postponed till 2012)

*The MERIL project is supported by the European Commission under Framework Programme 7 - Contract # 262159.
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SC Decisions; Scientific Domains/ Categories
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Scientific Domains:

Information Science and Technology

Biological and Medical Sciences

Earth and Environmental Sciences

Physics, Chemistry, Material Sciences & Mathematics
Astronomy and Astrophysics

Engineering

Social Sciences

Humanities and Arts

© N s WDNRE

& Grand Challenges as currently defined in the EC Green Paper (not Scientific Domains)
Climate change

Energy

Security

Demographic ageing

Resource efficiency

Challenge 6 (Humanities)

o gk wbd R

*The MERIL project is supported by the European Commission under Framework Programme 7 - Contract # 262159.
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SC Decisions; Minimum data set
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« Name of the Research Infrastructure
 Acronym,

e Website

e Location

e Scientific domain
e Typeof RI

* Rl category

 Services

 Equipment

 Number of Users (National, Europe, International)
* Year of start of operation

« Key words

Reference to the identification source [hidden]

*The MERIL project is supported by the European Commission under Framework Programme 7 - Contract # 262159.
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SC Decisions; Common set of criteria for RIs
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MERIL will promote the use of a common set of quality criteria as good
practice in research infrastructures evaluation in Europe:

1) Scientific & Technological excellence
2) Management
2.1) Access Policy
2.2) Services
2.3) Quality Assurance
2.4) Funding
3) Governance
4) Capacity to generate impact
5) Education and training

* A dedicated workshop on the desired validation process of
European relevance as cut-off criterion is envisaged in
October 2011

*The MERIL project is supported by the European Commission under Framework Programme 7 - Contract # 262159.
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IENCE
ey Summary; which Rl should be included

r the current contract:

Research infrastructures that have been evaluated through a national or
European initiative (surveys, roadmaps, funding programmes) on the basis
of the commonly agreed definition and meet with standard criteria of:

o scientific and technological excellence; management including access
policy, services, quality assurance and funding; governance; capacity to
generate impact and education and training.

across all scientific domains, categories and types of research infrastructures.
Each will be described in a standard format and some pre-set queries will be
available.

The aim is to provide a limited set of relevant information and queries that
most users need on research infrastructures in Europe and a web link to each
research infrastructure for more information.

After September 2012 at the end of the MERIL Contract:

A validation procedure needs to be developed for research infrastructures from
other sources

*The MERIL project is supported by the European Commission under Framework Programme 7 - Contract # 262159.
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Thank you for your
attention!

www.meril.eu
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