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United States

Canada

Eligibility and evaluation adjustments are to be intro-

duced in time for the 2009 Starting Grant call. Criteria 

applied successfully for the 2008 Advanced Grants, 

will be retained. In the case of Starting Grants, appli-

cants will be expected to show a degree of research 

independence and maturity. 

A relatively small number of grantees in the first calls 

came from outside Europe and most of these were 

European citizens returning from the US. This effect 

was stronger for up-and-coming researchers than for 

established researchers. Measures intended to 

increase the attractiveness of EU and associated 

countries to researchers from Third Countries are 

being considered (see Figure 15).

The ERC recognises the need to achieve excellence in 

its own organisation and operations. In order to help 

achieve this goal, the ERC is committed to being 

a ‘learning organisation’ which will continuously strive 

to make improvements. Feedback from the scientific 

research community, national councils, academies and 

funding agencies and the European institutions is 

therefore necessary and welcome in order for the ERC 

to have the success and impact that we all wish to see.

Adapt, refine, improve

Based on lessons learnt, the ERC’s grant schemes are 

expected to be further developed in future to ensure 

that they continue to support excellence and that they 

are administered in an efficient way.

Figure 15

Attracting researchers from Third Countries

 Starting Grants 2007

  Advanced Grants 2008

Note:  Colours of the arrows indicate the call
 Flags indicate nationality of grantee

Source:  Top 275 Advanced Grants Call 2008
 Top 299 Starting Grants Call 2007
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Full Autonomy for the Agency

Preparations are underway for granting administrative 

autonomy to the ERC Executive Agency. The Agency 

will take over the implementation of the operational 

budget (i.e. the budget of the FP7 ‘Ideas’ Specific 

Programme) and the implementation of the operating 

budget related to its workings as an Agency.

Independent Review

In 2009, a comprehensive review of the ERC’s struc-

tures and mechanisms will be undertaken by an inde-

pendent committee of experts appointed by the 

Commission, in the light of experience and in close 

consultation with the Scientific Council as set out in 

the ‘Ideas’ Specific Programme. In order to ensure an 

objective and impartial exercise, independent experts 

will be invited to participate in this committee, which is 

hoped to organise the review within the term of the 

present College of Commissioners. 

The ERC is keen to ensure that funding is not con-

fined only to the wealthier countries and regions of 

Europe. ERC grants should support individual excel-

lence in research across the whole of the European 

Union and FP7 associated countries, including coun-

tries and regions that are less well endowed with 

research facilities and infrastructures.

In line with the ‘Ideas’ Specific Programme, the ERC 

continues to closely monitor the important question of 

gender equity. In addition, the ERC has alerted the 

evaluation panels to be open to applicants of both 

genders that have unconventional career tracks, as 

these applicants can often bring a broader perspective 

to innovative research proposals. Importantly, the 

Scientific Council has decided to increase the relative 

weight of the Starting Grants compared to the 

Advanced Grants budget. In addition to augmenting 

the overall numbers of StG investigators, this is likely 

to increase the overall success rate for women.
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Annex 1 
Members of the ERC Scientifi c Council

Prof. Dr Fotis C. KAFATOS (EL)
Chairman 
Immunogenomics Chair, Imperial College London

Dr Daniel ESTEVE (FR)
Vice-Chair
Research Director, CEA Saclay, 
Service de Physique de l’état condensé – SPEC

Prof. Helga NOWOTNY (AT)
Vice-Chair
Professor emeritus, ETH Zürich
Vienna Science and Technology Fund (WWTF)

Dr Claudio BORDIGNON (IT) 
Scientific Director and Professor of Haematology, 
the San Raffaele Institute, Milan

Prof. Sierd CLOETINGH (NL) (*)
Royal Netherlands Academy, Professor of Earth 
Sciences, VU University, Amsterdam

Prof. Mathias DEWATRIPONT (BE) 
Professor of Economics, Université Libre de 
Bruxelles, European Centre for Advanced Research 
in Economics and Statistics – ECARES

Prof. Carlos DUARTE (ES) (*)
Research Professor, Spanish Research Council (CSIC)

Prof. Pavel EXNER (CZ) 
Scientific Director, Doppler Institute, Prague

Prof. Dr Hans-Joachim FREUND (DE) 
Director, Fritz-Haber-Institut der Max-Planck-
Gesellschaft, Department of Chemical Physics, Berlin

Prof. Dame Wendy HALL, DBE, FREng (UK) 
Head of School of Electronics and Computer 
Science, University of Southampton

Prof. Carl-Henrik HELDIN (SE) 
Director and Professor in Molecular Cell Biology, 
Ludwig Institute for Cancer Research, 
University of Uppsala 

Prof. Dr Michal KLEIBER (PL) 
Head of the Computational Science Department, 
Institute of Fundamental Technological Research, 
Polish Academy of Sciences

Prof. Norbert KROO (HU) 
Vice-President, Hungarian Academy of Sciences

Prof. Maria Teresa LAGO (PT) 
Full Professor, School of Sciences, Porto University

Prof. Henrietta MOORE (UK) (*)
William Wyse Chair of Social Anthropology, 
Cambridge University 

Prof. Christiane NÜSSLEIN-VOLHARD (DE) 
Direktor, Max-Planck-Institut für Entwicklungsbiologie 
Abteilung III (Genetik)

Dr Oscar MARIN PARRA (ES) 
CSIC Group leader, Instituto de Neurociencias de Alicante

Prof. Leena PELTONEN-PALOTIE (FI) 
Professor of Medical Genetics and Molecular Medicine, 
University of Helsinki and National Public Health Institute

Prof. Alain PEYRAUBE (FR) 
Directeur de Recherche, CNRS, Paris 
Directeur d’Études of Chinese Linguistics, 
École des Hautes Études en Sciences Sociales, Paris

Dr Jens ROSTRUP-NIELSEN (DK) 
Director R&D Division, Haldor Topsoe A/S
Adjunct professor and Board Member, 
Technical University of Denmark

Prof. Salvatore SETTIS (IT) 
Director and Professor, Scuola Normale Superiore, Pisa

Prof. Dr med. Rolf ZINKERNAGEL (CH) 
Head, Institute of Experimental Immunology, 
University Hospital, Zürich

Former Members of the Scientific Council: 
(until April 2008)

Prof. Manuel CASTELLS (ES) 
Research Professor of Information Society, 
Open University of Catalonia, Barcelona
Professor Emeritus of Sociology and Planning, 
University of California, Berkeley

Prof. Paul J. CRUTZEN (NL) 
Emeritus Director, Atmospheric Chemistry Division, 
Max Planck Institute for Chemistry, Mainz
Professor, Scripps Institution of Oceanography, 
University of California, San Diego

Prof. Lord MAY of OXFORD, OM, AC (UK) 
Dept of Zoology, Oxford University

(*) Since April 2009
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Annex 2 
ERC Starting Grant and ERC Advanced Grant 
Panel Structure and Chairs 

ERC Advanced Grant

LS1  Molecular and structural biology and biochemistry: 
Prof. Maciej Zylicz 

LS2  Genetics, genomics, bioinformatics and systems 
biology: Prof. Stylianos Antonarakis 

LS3  Cellular and developmental biology: 
Prof. Maria Leptin

LS4  Physiology, pathophysiology and endocrinology: 
Prof. Nancy Elisabeth Hynes

LS5  Neurosciences and neural disorders:
Prof. Ole Petter Ottersen

LS6  Immunity and infection: Prof. Albertus Domenicus 

Marcellinus Erasms Osterhaus

LS7  Diagnostic tools, therapies and public health: 
Prof. Rino Rappuoli 

LS8  Evolutionary, population and environmental biology: 
Prof. Isabelle Olivieri 

LS9  Applied life sciences and biotechnology:
Prof. Inge Broer

SH1  Individuals, institutions and markets: 
Prof. Tony Atkinson

SH2  Institutions, values, beliefs and behaviour:
Prof. Andre Gingrich

SH3  Environment and society: 
Prof. Peter Nijkamp

SH4  The Human Mind and its complexity: 
Prof. Bernard Comrie

SH5  Cultures and cultural production:
Prof. Glen Warren Bowersock

SH6  The study of the human past: 
Prof. Wim Blockmans

PE1  Mathematical foundations:
Prof. Enrique Zuazua

PE2  Fundamental constituents of matter: 
Prof. Gerhard Rempe

PE3  Condensed matter physics: 
Prof. Jerzy Langer

PE4  Physical and analytical chemical sciences: 
Prof. Manfred Kappes

PE5  Materials and synthesis: 
Prof. Gianfranco Pacchioni 

PE6  Computer science and informatics: 
Prof. Micheline Beaulieu

PE7  Systems and communication engineering: 
Prof. Ton Koonen

PE8  Products and process engineering: 
Prof. Carlos Bernardo

PE9  Universe sciences: 
Prof. Thomas Henning

PE10  Earth system sciences: 
Prof. Peter Liss

ERC Starting Grant

LS1  Molecular and structural biology and 
biochemistry: Prof. Erik Boye

LS2   Genetics, genomics, bioinformatics and 
systems biology: Prof. Janet Thornton

LS3  Cellular and developmental biology: 
Prof. Kai Simons

LS4  Physiology, pathophysiology and endocrinology:
Prof. Ole Peterson

LS5   Neurosciences and neural disorders: 
Prof. Anders Björklund

LS6  Immunity and infection: 
Prof. Philippe Sansonetti

LS7   Diagnostic tools, therapies and public health: 
Prof. Giulio Cossu 

LS8  Evolutionary, population and environmental 
biology: Prof. Ilkka Hanski

LS9   Applied life sciences and biotechnology: 
Prof. Lars Walloe

SH1  Individuals, institutions and markets: 
Prof. Torsten Persson

SH2   Institutions, values, beliefs and behaviour:
Mr Michel Wieviorka 

SH3  Environment and society: 
Mr James Vaupel 

SH4  The Human Mind and its complexity: 
Prof. Gretty Mirdal 

SH5  Cultures and cultural production: 
Prof. Glenn Most

SH6  The study of the human past:
Mr Jacques Revel

PE1  Mathematical foundations: 
Prof. Jean-Pierre Bourguignon

PE2  Fundamental constituents of matter: 
Prof. Massimo Inguscio

PE3  Condensed matter in physics: 
Prof. Mikko Paalanen

PE4  Physical and analytical chemical sciences:
Prof. Robert Schlögl

PE5  Material and synthesis:  
Prof. Jay Siegel

PE6  Computer science and informatics: 
Prof. Cornelis van Rijsbergen

PE7  Systems and communication engineering: 
Prof. Palle Jeppesen

PE8  Products and process engineering: 
Prof. Erkki Leppävuori

PE9  Universe science: 
Prof. Guido Chincarini 

PE10  Earth system sciences: 
Prof. Katherine Richardson

Life Sciences

Social Sciences and Humanities

Mathematics, physical sciences, information and communication engineering, 
universe and earth sciences
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Annex 3 
Useful links

ERC Funded projects:

http://erc.europa.eu/index.cfm, choose ‘Funded Projects’

ERC National Contact Points: 

http://erc.europa.eu/ncp

ERC Calls for proposals: 

http://erc.europa.eu/callforproposals

ERC Guide for Applicants: 

http://erc.europa.eu/pdf/ERC_Guide_for_Applicants.pdf

ERC Publications: 

http://erc.europa.eu, choose ‘Press & Public’, then ‘Promotional Material’ 

Information on past and future events with ERC participation:

http://erc.europa.eu, choose ‘Events’

To receive ERC news alerts: 

http://erc.europa.eu/newsalert
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The host institutions of ERC grantholders must be situated in 

one of the Member States, or one of the Associated countries. 

It may also be an international European interest Organisation 

(such as CERN, EMBL, etc.) or the European Commission’s 

Joint Research Centre.

EU Member States

• Belgium

• Bulgaria

• Czech Republic 

• Denmark

• Germany

• Estonia

• Ireland

• Greece

• Spain

• France

• Italy

• Cyprus

• Latvia

• Lithuania

• Luxembourg

• Hungary

• Malta

• Netherlands

• Austria

• Poland

• Portugal

• Romania

• Slovenia

• Slovakia

• Finland

• Sweden

• United Kingdom

FP7 Associated countries 

• Albania

• Bosnia and Herzegovina

• Croatia

• former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia, the 

• Iceland

• Israel

• Liechtenstein

• Montenegro

• Norway

• Serbia

• Switzerland

• Turkey





How to obtain EU publications

Publications for sale:
•  via EU Bookshop (http://bookshop.europa.eu);

•  from your bookseller by quoting the title, publisher and/or ISBN number;

•  by contacting one of our sales agents directly. You can obtain their contact details on 

the Internet (http://bookshop.europa.eu) or by sending a fax to +352 2929-42758.

Free publications:
•  via EU Bookshop (http://bookshop.europa.eu);

•  at the European Commission’s representations or delegations. You can obtain their contact 

details on the Internet (http://ec.europa.eu) or by sending a fax to +352 2929-42758.

European Commission

EUR 23601 — ERC: activities & achievements in 2008 – Annual Report – 
Prepared under the authority of the ERC Scientifi c Council 

Luxembourg: Publications Offi ce of the European Union

2009 — 35 pp. — 21 x 29.7 cm

ISBN 978-92-79-10050-5



The ERC is established and funded through 
the EU’s 7th Research Framework Programme

This report, prepared again this year under the authority of the ERC Scientifi c Council, 

sets out the ERC’s activities and achievements in 2008. It will be disseminated widely 

to both the scientifi c community and other key stakeholders with the aim of building 

awareness and increasing the transparency of the ERC’s strategy and operations.
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